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SUBJECT: SOVIET INTEREST IN PURCHASE RECREATIONAL PROPERTY 

REF: A. STATE 110526 B. LENINGRAD 692 

1. SOVIET WATERFRONT PROPERTY PROPOSAL (REF A) RECALLS QUEST 
FOR RECIPROCAL BENEFIT AT TIME OF THEIR INITIAL PIONEER POINT 
PURCHASE, WHEN WE ENDED UP WITH LITTLE TO SHOW FOR OUR EFFORTS. 

A PRINCIPAL POSSIBLITY DISCUSSED WITH REFERENCE TO PIONEER POINT 
ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS IN 1972/73 WAS GRANTING OF BOATING FACILITIES 
FOR EMBASSY STAFF IN AND AROUND MOSCOW. TO BEST OUR RECOLLECTION, 
SOVIETS NEVER FORMALLY RESPONDED TO OUR REQUESTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
SUCH FACILITIES AND ISSUE FADED INTO BACKGROUND BY MID-1973. 

2. SHOULD LATEST SOVIET PROPOSAL PROVE FEASIBLE ON OTHER GROUNDS 
WE WOULD URGE DEPARTMENT TO SEEK RECIPROCITY IN FORM OF REASON- 
ABLY ADEQUATE BOATING FACILITIES IN MOSCOW AREA FOR EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL. WHILE WE WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE OUR ACTIVITY REACHING 
LEVEL OF FLEET SOVIETS ALREADY ENJOY AT PIONEER POINT, SOVIETS 
HERE SHOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE PIER, BOATHOUSES FOR STORAGE, AND 
ASSISTANCE WITH MAINTENANCE FOR ONE MEDIUM-SIZED RIVER CRUISE 
BOAT AND TWO OR THREE SMALL SAIL/MOTOR CRAFT. EXPANDED ACCESS TO 
WATERWAYS WOULD ALSO BE ESSENTIAL. SUCH APPROACH WOULD HAVE 
ADVANTAGE OF FAIRLY DIRECT LINKAGE IN TERMS NATURE OF FACILITIES 
AND, GIVEN HISTORY SOVIET UNRESPONSIVENESS ON MANY RECREATION 
ISSUES, WE BELIEVE FIRM STAND WOULD BE JUSTIFIED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 07033 212055Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE UPDATE ON STATUS 
OF RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON SOVIET BOATING IN WASHINGTON AREA. 

REGARDLESS OF OUTCOME NEW SOVIET PROPOSAL, QUESTIONS INVOLVING 
BOATING ON MOSCOW WATERWAYS ARISE FROM TIME TO TIME AND IT WOULD 
BE HELPFUL TO HAVE CURRENT PICTURE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY AND 
EFFECTIVENESS OUR VERIFICATON. 
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